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It’s PERFECT Entertainment! 


ERROL FLYNN 


“THE PERFECT 


SPECIMEN 


with 


JOAN BLONDELL 


HUGH HERBERT - EDWARD EVERETT HORTON 
DICK FORAN - BEVERLY ROBERTS . MAY 


ROBSON. ALLEN JENKINS - Directed by MICHAEL CURTIZ 


Presented by WARNER BROS. + A FIRST NATIONAL PICTURE 
From the Cosmopolitan Magazine Story by Samuel Hopkins Adams, 
author of “It Happened One Night” e Screen Play by Norman Reilly 
Raine, Lawrence Riley, Brewster Morse and Fritz Falkenstein 


The __ picture from 


WARNER BROS. 


has these == =~— qualities: 


The Star’s ts” 
Errol Flynn in the perfect part—his first modern- 
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Joan Blondell. Hugh Herbert Hind nen 
- Horton, Dick Foran, Beverly Roberts, May Robson 


Allen Jenkins—all big box office name values! 


The Storys 45°) 1: s 


By Samuel Hopkins Adams...Same author, same 


thrills, same hilarity as “It Happened One Night” 


The Direction’s — 
By Michael Curtiz who directed ‘Captain Blood’, 
‘Kid Galahad’ and other outstanding screen hits. 
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PUES LI Cit Y 


Errol Flynn 
Gives Up His 
Luck Charm 


Removes Chain He 
Has Worn 8 Years 
For Fight Sequence 


Errol Flynn is no more super- 
stitious than the average motion 
picture actor, but it took a good 
deal of high-pressure salesman- 
ship on the part of Warner 
Bros. executives to talk him out 
of wearing his good luck charm 
during the filming of some prize 
fight scenes for “The Perfect 
Specimen,” the comedy-drama 
that comes to the Strand Theatre 
next week. 

As a consequence, when the 
amazing Mr. Flynn stepped into 
the squared circle he removed 
from his neck a slender gold 
chain that he had worn for more 
than eight years. The chain, 
composed of gold taken from the 
first nugget discovered in the 
Bulolo gold fields of New 
Guinea, had never been off 
Flynn’s neck since a dying 
Catholic placed it there. 

The Irish star confessed he 
was frankly worried by the 
prospect of defying his one and 
only superstition. But no ill 
came of it. 

Flynn acquired the slender 
gold chain, hand made, quite by 
accident during the days he 
spent recruiting native labor far 
in the interior of New Guinea. 
On a march through the jungles 
one blazing afternoon, he came 
upon the camp of the mission- 
ary, who lay lear death with 
blackwater fever. The priest’s 
native porters had deserted him, 
fearful that they too would con- 
tract the disease. 

For seven days and nights, 
hardly sleeping, Flynn nursed 


| Errol 
Flynn 
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the sick man, who was hardly 
able to talk. On the morning of 
the eighth day the priest called 
the young Irishman to his bed- 
side. Explaining that he knew 
the end was near, the mission- 
ary thanked Flynn for his kind- 
ness. 


“T want to give you something 
to show my gratitude,” he went 
on. “It’s not much, but keep it 
and may it bring you good luck.” 


The priest then removed the 
slender gold chain from his own 
throat and fastened it around 
Flynn’s. He died while he told 
Flynn the story of its origin. 

During the succeeding years 
the chain got Flynn into more 
than one fight with some indi- 
vidual who took exception to his 
wearing it, considering it effemi- 
nate. Nevertheless, the adven- 
turer continued to wear it as it 
seemed to bring him good for- 
tune. 


When Flynn was assigned to 
play the leading role in “The 
Perfect Specimen,” however, 
studio executives decided the 
gold chain would look out of 
place around the neck of a box- 
er. Flynn declined to see things 
their way and the argument 
waged back and forth for many 
days. 

Finally, however, the studio 
won out and the chain came off 
Flynn’s throat for the first time 
when he steps into the ring. 

Joan Blondell co-stars with 
Flynn in “The Perfect Speci- 
men,” a comedy which was di- 
rected by Michael Curtiz. 
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VERY PERFECT SPECIMEN Errol Flynn whose meteoric rise 
to screen fame began last year with “Captain Blood” is currently 
playing the title role in the film “The Perfect Specimen,” a gay 
comedy, which comes to the Strand Theatre next Friday. 


The Story 


Gerald Beresford Wicks (Errol Flynn), has been 
reared by his grandmother, Leona Wicks (May Robson), 
in the seclusion of the great Pennsylvania estate of 
Wickstead, as a “perfect specimen” of manhood. 

Mona Carter (Joan Blondell) is determined to meet the 
renowned “Perfect Specimen” of whom she has heard 
through her brother, Jink (Dick Foran). Jink works on 
the estate as a ditch digger in order to be near his own, 
beloved and Gerald’s fiancee, Alicia Brackett (Beverly 
Roberts). Mona crashes her car through the fence one 
day, almost running over Gerald. 

Gerald’s interest is piqued and next morning he sneaks 
away through the hole Mona left in the fence. He locates 
Mona and talks her into taking a drive with him, during 
which he unconsciously blocks a truck’s passage. The 
driver, Pinky (Allen Jenkins), forces Gerry into the ditch 
and climbs down, looking for blood. Gerald nonchalantly 
follows suit and, while Mona watches unbelievingly, he 
blackens both of Pinky’s eyes. 

Pinky is dismayed by the fact that he will be unable to 
fight at the picnic and, as a consequence, he’ll lose the 
$150 he was to earn. Gerald offers to substitute for him, 
and wins the money. 

Mona and Gerald continue on their way and become 
lost, ending up at the home of an eccentric poet, Killigrew 
Shawe (Hugh Herbert), where they spend the nght. Next 
morning they are on their way again, only to be caught 
in a sudden thunderstorm. Soaked through, at Mona’s' 
suggestion, Gerald registers them at a hotel as husband 
and wife under a fictitious name. Gerald, Mona, Alicia, 
Jink, Shawe and the police reach Wickstead almost simul- 
taneously. Granny accuses Mona of being a fortune hunter 
and Mona announces that she wouldn’t marry Gerald for 
twice his twenty millions. 

That enrages Granny and she promptly drags out the 
page of the hotel register, informing Mona and Gerald 
that they are already married. 


Official Billing 


Warner Bros. 
Pictures, Inc. present 


ERROL FLYNN 
in 
THE PERFECT SPECIMEN 
with 
JOAN BLONDELL 
and 
Hugh Herbert — Edward Everett Horton 


Dick Foran — Beverly Roberts 
May Robson — Allen Jenkins 


* * * * 


Directed by Michael Curtiz 
Screen Play by Norman Reilly Raine, 
Lawrence Riley, and Brewster Morse and 

Fritz Falkenstein 
From the Cosmopolitan Magazine Story by 
Samuel Hopkins Adams 
A First National Picture 


Two Sisters 
Reunited By 
Joan Blondell 


Star’s Fan Mail 
Serves to Bring 
Family Together 


Separated and out of touch 
with one another for the last 
seven years, two sisters were re- 
united in Hollywood recently 
through a “fan” letter written 
to Joan Blondell, the Warner 
Bros. star. 

The sisters are Jean Shea of 
Burbank, Calif., and Patricia 
Shea of Los Angeles. They be- 
came separated when both left 
Portland, Oregon, seven years 
ago and neither was able to con- 
tact the other until last week. 
The story of their reunion reads 
like a scenarist’s wildest dream. 

Jean Shea, a year and a half 
older than her sister, had been 
working for several months at 
the Pasadena Community Play- 
house, where she was playing in 
the Laboratory Theater produc- 
tion, “Too Many Authors.” 

One day she and another 
member of the cast, Jack Nel- 
son, en route home from a re- 
hearsal, happened to pass the 
Busch Gardens in Pasadena, 
where the Warner production, 
“The Perfect Specimen,” co- 
starring Miss Blondell and Er- 
rol Flynn, was _ on_ location 
shooting exteriors. 

Nelson and Miss Shea stopped 
to watch the film company at 
work and they fell into conver- 
sation with Miss Blondell. The 
Warner star learned of their 
playhouse affiliation, of course, 
and she learned, too, of the need 
of a huge pile of fan mail as a 
stage property for the play in 
which the two were to appear. 


Joan 
Blondell 
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Miss Blondell graciously sug- 
gested that she be permitted to 
supply the fan mail, a sugges- 
tion that was willingly accepted 
by the two young players. 

As a consequence, the Warner 
Bros. star assembled several 
thousand pieces of her’s and 
husband Dick Powell’s fan mail 
that had been answered, and 
forwarded the entire batch to 
Nelson and Miss Shea. 

Several days later Miss Shea 
was curiously examining the fan 
mail during rehearsals. Sudden- 
ly she encountered a familiar 
signature at the foot of one let- 
ter. Unbelieving, she read: 

“I’m not in the habit of writ- 
ing letters to stars. But I simply 
must compliment you on your 
performance in ‘The King and 
the Chorus Girl.’ I sincerely en- 
joyed it and thanks for a very 
pleasant evening at the theater. 

“Pat Shea.” 

Could the signature possibly 
be that of her sister? 

Immediately at the conclusion 
of the rehearsal, Jean Shea hur- 
ried to the address she had 
found at the head of the letter. 
As a consequence, two sisters 
were happily reunited. 

“The Perfect Specimen,” a 
First National picture in which 
Miss Blondell co-stars with Er- 
rol Flynn, opens next Friday at 
the Strand Theatre. It was di- 
rected by Michael Curtiz. 


ALL STAR LINE- 
UP—(left to right) 
Errol Flynn, Joan 
Blondell, Dick Foran, 
May Robson, Beverly 
Roberts, Edward Ev- 
erett Horton and 
Hugh Herbert — the 
line-up of stars for 
the laugh-hit of the 
year “The Perfect 
Specimen,” coming to 
the Strand Theatre 


next week. 
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Show Must Go On 
Is Movie Maxim 


Even Though Stars and Directors Sometimes 
Have to Stop Working, Production Goes 
On Without Them, Using Substitute Workers 


In pictures, even more than in 
the theatre, “the show must go 
on.” 

Sometimes, though, it can’t. 


The human body is built to 
take a lot of punishment, but 
occasionally it is bound to crack 
under severe strain. 


When that happens to the 
star or director of a motion pic- 
ture there’s often nothing else 
to do but pack up, go home and 
wait for the return of the ailing 
one. 

Often when a star is taken ill 
it is possible to “shoot around” 
him. In other words, by a swift 
revision of shooting schedules, 
scenes in which the star does not 
appear may be photographed. 


Toward the end of a picture, 
however, with few or no scenes 
remaining that do not require 
the star’s presence, there’s no- 
thing to do but lock up and go 
fishing or hunting and wait for 
a call to come back to work. 


Whatever happens, sickness is 
by far the greatest bugaboo in 
the movie industry. 


In films, unfortunately, it isn’t 
possible to rush an understudy 
into the star’s part temporarily, 
as is done on the stage. Picture 
audiences simply would not ac- 
cept one face in part of the pic- 
ture and another in the same 
role the rest of the way. 


Joan Blondell recently fought 
a severe attack of neuritis for 
nearly three weeks before she 
finally capitulated to her physi- 
cian’s demands to stop working 
in Warner Bros.’ “The Perfect 
Specimen” and go to the hos- 
pital for a minor operation. 
“The Perfect Specimen” is the 
comedy-drama which opens next 
week at the Strand Theatre. 


Joan hung on until she could 
scarcely move, he left side al- 
most paralyzed, until finally she 
acceded to the pleas of her 
physician and studio executives 
and quit and went to the hos- 
pital. 

Joan came back a week later, 
on crutches, so that the rest of 
the company could resume shoot- 
ing. 

Only a few days before Miss 
Blondell was literally carried off 
the set, Cameraman Charles 
Rosher reported out with a case 
of intestinal influenza. 


Cameramen, fortunately, can 
be replaced temporarily, but 
even in their department of 
movie making illness invariably 
causes costly delays and un- 
avoidable confusion. 

No two cameramen work ex- 
actly alike nor does their work 
bear the same stamp. Conse- 
quently, a substitute cameraman 
must exercise extreme care in 


order that his work may coin- 
cide as nearly as possible with 
the regular man’s. 

In order to obtain this similar- 
ity of product, he must quickly 
look at his predecessor’s work in 
a projection room to obtain the 
correct lighting key. 

Taking everything into con- 
sideration, however, probably no 
greater misfortune can strike a 
motion picture production than 
to have its director fall ill. 


Like cameramen, no two di- 
rectors work alike. They may 
have widely different ideas on 
the development of a story. One 
may play it for pathos, another 
for comedy. Their camera view- 
points may be as dissimilar as 
their ideas on characterizations. 

Consequently, it is virtually 
impossible for a substitute di- 
rector to step in and pick up a 
film production where another 
director left off, leastwise with- 
out considerable advance study 
of his predecessor’s technique. 

Michael Curtiz, who directed 
“The Perfect Specimen,” was 
more fortunate than most direc- 
tors in that he had had Gene 
Lewis, his dialogue director and 
a veteran stage producer, to take 
over the reins for one day when 
he was forced out with a slight 
attack of influenza. 

Lewis, of course, had been 
with Curtiz since the start of 
the production. He knew Curtiz’s 
technique perhaps better than 
anyone else. 


Very Remarkable 
Fellow Is Flynn 


Stories He Told of His Many Adventures 
Prove to Be Only Half the Truth—He’s Had 
More That He Was Too Modest to Mention 


Like Chico of “Seventh Heavy- 
en,” Errol Flynn is a very re- 
markable fellow. 

When the amazing Mr. Flynn, 
as they’ve taken to calling him 
around Hollywood, came to the 
cinema capital about three years 
ago one of his first routine du- 
ties was a trip to the publicity 
department of Warner Bros. 
studios. 

There he underwent the rigid 


grilling that is part of the stu- 


dio initiation of every embryonic 
movie star. 

When he got through Mr. 
Flynn was the only person in 
the over-crowded room _ that 
wasn’t wide-eyed with amaze- 
ment. The tall, handsome Irish- 
man had told a story the like of 
which had never been heard be- 
fore in Hollywood, a town full 
of strange stories. 

He had, it appeared, been 
places and seen things. 

In the brief space of ten years 
he had done enough living to 
satisfy the ordinary individual’s 
thirst for adventure for three 
life-times. 

His story spread and, quite 
naturally, there were many who 
listened with tongues in cheeks. 


In the succeeding three years, 
however, it developed that Mr. 
Flynn had really been too mod- 
est in the telling. His story has 
had a peculiar way of proving 
itself time and again and many 
little incidents he overlooked or 
purposely skipped have devel- 
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LESSONS IN LOVE—Errol Flynn (of all people) gets them, 
and Joan Blondell gives them in “The Perfect Specimen.” A 
First National picture by the author of “It Happened One Night.” 
It will be the next attraction at the Strand Theatre. 


oped an embarrassing habit of 
catching up with him. 

Among other things the tall 
Irishman disclosed that in the 
past he had done a bit of writ- 
ing, that he had played a bit of 
tennis, that he had done a spot 
of boxing, that he had spent a 
half dozen years or so adventur- 
ing in the South Seas and in 
New Guinea, and many other 
things. 

Proof of a majority of these 
items was not long in coming. 
Flynn’s book, “Beam Ends,” the 
story of a seven-months’ voyage 
in a rotten sailboat he and a 
group of youthful adventure- 
minded made from Sydney to 
New Guinea, now ranks among 
the best-sellers in its class. 


His tennis prowess is unques- 
tioned in Hollywood, where he 
ranks second to Frank Shields, 
the former internationalist and 
Davis Cup player, in the movie 
colony ratings. 

His prowess as a boxer was 
demonstrated in training for the 
prize fight sequence of his cur- 
rent picture, Warner Bros.’ com- 
edy-romance, “The Perfect Spe- 
cimen,” which opens at the 
Strand Theatre next Friday. 


Moreover, his casual remark 
at that initial studio inquisition 
to the effect that he had been a 
member of the Irish boxing team 
at the 1928 Olympic games in 
Amsterdam was verified recently 
by Frankie Sommers, a member 
of the local fight fraternity. 


Sommers, who was engaged 
by the studio during the filming 
of “Kid Galahad,” was in Am- 
sterdam during the 1928 Olymp- 
ics. 


“IT saw Flynn fight, and he 
knows how to take care of him- 
self,” Sommers said. 


Mushy Callahan, former 
junior welterweight champion of 
the world, is another who will 
attest to Flynn’s fistie ability. 
He trained Flynn for the screen 
fight and he long carried a blue 
welt on his right cheek bone as 
mute testimony of the power in 
Flynn’s left hand. 


Proof of many of the stories 
Flynn told about his adventures 
in the wilds of New Guinea, 
where savage head-hunters still 
roam, has been contained in pho- 
tographs of the young Irishman 
taken from his own collection 
and published along with the 
numerous magazine articles he 
has written and sold. 


There have been dozens of 
these—pictures of the adventur- 
er-actor-author in the uniform 
of a New Guinea territorial con- 
stabularyman with a group of 
tribesmen he rounded up on ac- 
count of their playful habit of 
removing enemy heads. 
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Errol Flynn 
Joan Blondell 
Co-starred 


‘Perfect Specimen’ 
Romantic Comedy 
Coming to Strand 


“The Perfect Specimen,” a 
comedy-drama starring the im- 
mensely popular Errol Flynn 
and the no less well-liked Joan 
Blondell, is scheduled to open 
next Friday at the Strand 
Theatre. This Warner Bros. pro- 
duction has been rated by pre- 
view crities as among the very 
best laugh-and-thrill photoplays 
of the year. 

It is said to show that Flynn, 
in addition to his qualities as a 
swashbuckling fighter with an- 
cient weapons (as in “Captain 
Blood,” “The Charge of the 
Light Brigade” and “The Prince 
and the Pauper’’) is also a first- 
class battler with the gloved fists 
in the roped arena—a new lo- 
cale for the handsome Irishman. 


An amusing idea actuates the 
story of “The Perfect Specimen.” 
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ERROL FLYNN, currently 
playing in “The Perfect Speci- 
men” at the Strand Theatre. 


An immensely wealthy grand- 
mother, with ideas of her own 
about eugenics and environment, 
thinks that Errol, her descend- 
ant, should be brought up all 
his life on her estate and trained 
to be what the title of the movie 
indicates. 

Chance (and Miss Blondell) 
get him off the estate and he has 
his own way to make in a world 
of which he has been completely 
innocent. He proves that his 
tutoring has not been in vain, 
even when it comes down to box- 
ing. He has been taught that as 
well as everything else, and he 
comes pretty close to fulfilling 
his grandma’s hopes. 

There are two fights in the 
show, both of which Errol wins; 
there is a kidnaping scare; 
there’s a goofy poet, played by 
Hugh Herbert; a _ whimsical 
secretary to the old lady, played 
by Edward Everett Horton; a 
tough mugg, played by Allen 
Jenkins; an energetic youth, 
played by Dick Foran, of west- 
ern-movie fame; an attractive 
young lass played by Beverly 
Roberts—and no end of other 
amusing characters. 

“The Perfect Specimen” comes: 
from a story by Samuel Hopkins. 
Adams, and was directed by 
Michael Curtiz, who _ steered! 
Flynn through the making of 
“Captain Blood.” 


Michael Curtiz, the director 
who recently made Warner 
Bros.’ comedy-drama “The Per- 
fect Specimen,” which comes 
next Friday to the Strand 
Theatre, has a novel method of 
bringing quiet to his sets. He 
turns around and shouts: “Shut 
up!” quickly adding a dignified 
“please.” 


(Review) 


‘Perfect Specimen’ Is 
Year's Best Comedy 


CAST OF CHARACTERS 


Gerald Beresford Wicks . 
Mona Carter . 

Killigrew Shawe 

Mr. Grattan . 

Jink Carter 

Alicia oe 

Mrs. Leona Wicks . 
Priky 2... oi heer ae 
Clarabelle 

Hotel Clerk 

Snodgrass 

Hooker 

Carl Carter . 

Briggs . 


Errol Flynn 

. Joan Blondell 

; . Hugh Herbert 
Edward Everett Horton 
. Dick Foran 

Beverly Roberts 

May Robson 

. Allen Jenkins 

. Dennie Moore 

Hugh O’Connell 

James Burke 

Granville Bates 

Harry Davenport 

Tim Henning 


PRODUCTION STAFF 


Director 


Sereen Play by . 


Story by 
Photography by 
Film Editor . 
Dialogue Director . 
Art Director . 


Music and Lyrics by . 


Musical Director 
Sound by . 
Gowns by. 


Doubtless there are scores of 
thousands of American girls 
who regard Errol Flynn, the 
handsome Irish movie star, as 
“The Perfect Specimen,” And it 
is in a Warner Bros. comedy- 
drama of that appropriate title 
that Errol is now presenting 
himself. 

It had its local premiere yes- 
terday at the Strand Theatre, 
and delighted each audience that 
witnessed it—the men as well as 
the girls, for Flynn, besides be- 
ing good to look at, can handle 
himself well in any sort of a 
situation in which he finds him- 
self. And in this fast-stepping 
photoplay he finds himself in a 
couple of lusty battles. 

Speaking of something good 
to look at, there’s Errol’s lead- 
ing lady, Joan Blondell, who 
never was hard on anybody’s 
eyes! Also in the show are such 
favorites as Hugh Herbert, Ed- 
ward Everett Horton, Dick 
Foran, Beverly Roberts, Allen 
Jenkins, Hugh O’Connell, May 
Robson and others. 

The story of “The Perfect 
Specimen” was written by Sam- 
uel Hopkins Adams, author of 
“It Happened One Night,” and 
was directed by Michael Curtiz, 
who guided Flynn through his 
early triumphs, “Captain Blood” 
and “The Charge of the Light 
Brigade.” 

The film shows Errol as being 
reared by an eccentric and im- 
mensely rich grandmother, who 
wants him to be perfect in every 
way—as perfect as scores of 
tutors can make him. 

Joan Blondell, curious to get 
a closeup look at this paragon of 
whom she has only heard, drives 
her car through a light fence on 
his estate, takes her look at him, 
then drives away. 


Michael Curtiz 
Norman Reilly Raine 
Lawrence Riley 
Brewster Morse 

Fritz Falkenstein 
Samuel Hopkins Adams 
Charles Rosher, A.S.C. 
Terry Morse 

. Gene Lewis 

Robert Haas 


M. K. Jerome 
Jack Scholl 


. Leo F. Forbstein 
E. A. Brown 
-Howard Shoup 


His curiosity aroused by this 
stunt, Flynn next day gets an 
old car, drives to where Joan 
lives in an adjoining village, and 
runs his machine through her 
fence. Then he persuades her to 
take a ride with him. 

A truck driver starts an alter- 
cation and Errol—who has been 
perfected in boxing as in other 
things—gives him a thorough 
lacing. Then, told by the mugg 
that he will lose $150 by not ap- 
pearing in the ring at a team- 
ster’s picnic, Flynn offers to sub- 
stitute for him — and does so, 
knocking out a burly heavy- 
weight much bigger than him- 
self. 


The grandmother, missing Er- 
rol by this time, sends out an 
alarm that he has been kid- 
napped. He abets this by keep- 
ing out of sight, since he has 
come to love the kind of life he 
finds, outside the estate where 
he has been reared, especially 
since Joan sticks by him. 

A goofy poet — played by 
Hugh Herbert—helps the young 
pair, and no end of hilarious 
complications ensue. But every- 
thing is nicely straightened out 
in the end and “The Perfect Spe- 
cimen” fades out on an uproar- 
iously funny situation. 

Extraordinarily fine perform- 
ances from Flynn and Blondell 
make the picture outstanding 
among comedy of all time, and 
the film has a supporting cast 
that reads like a roster of Holly- 
wood great. May Robson, grand 
old lady of comedy, is perfect as 
the peppery old grandmother 
who thinks she can rule with 
money. Edward Everett Horton 
makes every gesture convey a 
world of laughs, and Beverly 
Roberts and Dick Foran carry 
on a subsidiary romance to that 
of Flynn and Miss Blondell. Of 
Hugh Herbert it need only be 
said that he’s in the picture and 
that he plays a poet! 

It’s a show for everybody in 
the family, and really one of the 
best light comedy-romances of 
the season. 


‘The Perfect 
Specimen at 
Strand Today 


Modern Comedy Is 
From A Story By 
S. Hopkins Adams 


Errol Flynn, that handsome 
young Irish actor who leaped to 
fame overnight in “Captain 
Blood” a couple of years ago and 
then carried on with “The 
Charge of the Light Brigade,” 
“Green Light” and “The Prince 
and the Pauper,” comes to the 
Strand Theatre today in a mod- 
ern American comedy-drama 
called “The Perfect Specimen.” 


The story deals with an ec- 
centric old lady possessed of 
many millions who has an am- 
bition to see her grandson raised 
as an altogether perfect young 
man, and who for that reason 
supplies him with an abundance 
of tutors but keeps him confined 
to the limits of the family’s vast 
estate. 

A young village girl — Joan 
Blondell — manages to break 
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JOAN BLONDELL, currently 
playing in “The Perfect Speci- 
men” at the Strand Theatre. 


into the virtual prison and meet 
the young man. She succeeds in 
getting him outside of his 
bounds, and he begins to under- 
stand and love the world with- 
out. 

That gives you a general idea 
of the possibilities of the story. 
It was written by Samuel Hop- 
kins Adams, who authored “It 
Happened One Night,” and was 
adapted into screen form by the 
quartet of Norman Reilly 
Raines, Lawrence Riley, Brew- 
ster Morse and Fritz Falken- 
stein. Michael Curtiz was the 
director. Mike is the same man 
who guided Flynn through 
“Captain Blood” and “The 
Charge of the Light Brigade.” 

Others in the cast of today’s 
local premiere include May Rob- 
son, Hugh Herbert, Edward Ev- 
erett Horton, Allen Jenkins, 
Beverly Roberts, Dick Foran 
and Dennie Moore. 

This is Errol Flynn’s first 
essay at out-and-out comedy, 
and he is said to be excellent. 


Joan Blondell is credited with 
coining two new pieces of mo- 
tion picture slang. 


She calls the last scene before 
lunch the “nosebag” shot and the 
last scene before quitting time 


the “cellophane” shot. The lat- 
ter term comes from the electri- 
cians’ expression: “Wrap ’em 
up!” meaning to put the lights 
out of the way for the night. 

Miss Blondell’s new slang ex- 
pressions rapidly became popu- 
lar on the set of “The Per- 
fect Specimen,” in which she 
and Errol Flynn are co-starred. 
The picture comes to the Strand 
Theatre next week. 
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JOAN YOU’VE GOT SOMETHING THERE! He’s the world’s 
most perfect man (and worth twenty million) as yow’ll find out 
when you see “The Perfect Specimen,” now playing at the Strand, 
and co-starring Errol Flynn and Joan Blondell. 


His Ancestral 
Castle Must 
Be In Spain 


Somehow a report got out of 
Hollywood that Errol Flynn, the 
movie star,.- was planning to 
build a home in Hollywood. 
Moreover, the Irish actor was 
supposed to be planning to make 
the residence a replica of his 
“ancestral castle” in Ireland. 

The report, somewhat exag- 
gerated, apparently reached his 
native Ireland for he received a 
letter the other day from his 
father: reading: “ 

“Dear Son: I see by the news- 
papers that you are planning to 
build a replica of your ancestral 
castle in Hollywood. I did not 
know you had an ancestral 
castle. Please tell me where it is 
so I can go and live in it. 

Flynn, with Joan Blondell, 
is to be seen now at the Strand 
Theatre, in a Warner Bros. 
comedy-drama called “The Per- 
fect Specimen,” which was di- 
rected by Michael Curtiz. The 
original story was written by 
Samuel Hopkins Adams, who 
also wrote the recent success, “It 
Happened One Night.” 


Errol Flynn 
Mobbed By 
Fans At Rink 


Youthful skaters at the rink 
in Coronado, Calif., were treated 
to an unscheduled thrill a few 
weeks ago when Errol Flynn, 
the Warner Bros. star, walked 
into the place, put on a pair of 
racing skates and proceeded to 
wheel around the roller-drome 
with the rest of the crowd. 

The unannounced appearance 
of a movie star in a place so 
unaccustomed to visits by world- 
famous personalities ended in a 
near-riot when the 200-odd 
skaters made a concerted rush 
for Flynn’s autograph. 

After signing his name on 
everything from the hem of one 
girl’s skirt to the bottom of an 
ice cream cup, Flynn fled to his 
yacht, which was anchored in 
Coronado harbor. 

Flynn, with Joan Blondell and 
a host of others is now playing 
in the modern romantic comedy 
“The Perfect Specimen” at the 
Strand Theatre. 


Football New 
To Ireland's 
Errol Flynn 


Errol Flynn, the movie star, 
unfortunately is not familiar 
with the methods employed by 
American football players. 

There was a scene in the War- 
ner Bros. comedy-drama “The 
Perfect Specimen,” requiring 
Dick Foran to tackle the tall 
Irish star and bring him down 
on a hard floor. Flynn declined 
the services of a double, declar- 
ing the shot should be quite 
simple. He didn’t know or didn’t 
remember that Foran had once 
played football for Princeton. 

The scene started and Foran 
executed a perfect flying tackle, 
American football style. Flynn 
spread-eagled on the hard floor. 
He came up grinning but with 
a badly-wrenched knee. 

“Next time,” he remarked, 
“T’ll investigate before playing a 
game I know nothing about.” 
“The Perfect Specimen” is now 
playing at the Strand Theatre. 


Opening Scene 
And Ending 
In Same Day 


Motion pictures are never 
filmed in continuity, but one of 
the rarest happenings in the in- 
dustry — the photographing of 
the opening and closing scenes 
of a production within a few 
minutes of each other—occurred 
one day on the Warner Bros.’ 
production “The Perfect Speci- 
men.” This is the Warner Bros. 
comedy-drama that is now play- 
ing at the Strand Theatre. 

On location at Flintridge, Er- 
rol Flynn and Joan Blondell, 
stars of the picture, made the 
opening scene of the picture 
about ten-thirty in the morning. 
They changed into different 
costumes and had made the 
closing scene on the same set- 
ting at eleven o’clock. 

Between the two scenes in the 
finished picture, however, is the 
product of six weeks of very 
hard work. Michael Curtiz di- 
rected, from a story by Samuel 
Hopkins Adams. 
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REAL FIGHTERS IN 


‘REEL PRIZEFIGHT 


By Leonard Beier 


Now, there are real fights and 
reel fights. And there are real 
fighters and reel fighters. But 
there can be real fighters in reel 
fights. 

At least, that was the case in 
the Warner Bros. picture, “The 
Perfect Specimen,” which co- 
stars Errol Flynn and Joan 
Blondell and includes Hugh 
Herbert, Allen Jenkins, Edward 
Everett Horton, Hugh O’Con- 
nell, Dick Foran, May Robson 
and Beverly Roberts in the sup- 
porting cast. The film is now 
showing at the Strand Theatre. 


The real fighters in question 
were Errol Flynn, a member of 
the 1928 Irish Olympic boxing 
team, and Jack Roper, the vet- 
eran heavyweight professional. 
The reel fight was a scheduled 
ten round match, the feature of 
the annual picnic of the Truck 
Drivers and Teamsters Local. 


In the center of “The Perfect 
Specimen” set at the Hollywood 
Warner Bros. studios was a 
regulation boxing ring, sur- 
rounded by a cheering crowd of 
fight fans. In the ring were the 
fighters —- Gerald Beresford 
Wicks (Errol Flynn) vs. Chlo- 
roform Conley (Jack Roper). 
Present, too, were the referee, 
the seconds and other officials. 


But that’s as close as this 
reel fight came to being a real 
one. From now on, the bout was 
“framed” by the scenarists, 
primarily because the “cheering 
crowd,” the fighters and the 
referee knew what the result 
would be. They knew that the 


Erroll Flynn Treats 
Friends to Sea Food 


Errol Flynn’s many friends in 
Hollywood all had fish dinners 
for several days a few weeks 
ago. The Warner Bros. star re- 
turned from a fishing expedition 
to Todos Los Santos island, off 
the Mexican coast at Ensenada, 
bringing more than 300 pounds 
of yellowtail, barracuda, bass, 
sheepshead, corbina and bonita 
which he distributed throughout 


the film colony. ee 


Flynn, who is now to be seen 
at the Strand Theatre in “The 
Perfect Specimen,” also har- 
pooned a 422-pound shark and 
caught a 1380-pound shark on 
light tackle. His largest edible 
fish was a 24-pound yellow-tail, 
which required 18 minutes to 
bring to gaff. 


bout would last only four 
rounds, that in the fourth round 
Errol would stage a remarkable 
comeback to knock out Chloro- 
form. 


This reel fight was to be dif- 
ferent in other ways. Theoret- 
ically, it should have lasted only 
fifteen minutes. Actually, it 
took four and one-half days to 
film the boxing sequences. All 
is not as easy as it would ap- 
pear. Reel fights have to be real 
but not too real. The “boxers” 
don’t want to injure each other 
and yet it can’t be too obvious 
that they are pulling their 
punches. 

The bout was shot in reverse. 
First came the knockout scenes. 
These are the hardest and Di- 
rector Michael Curtiz wanted to 
get the most difficult parts out 
of the way as soon as possible. 
Then came the actual sparring 
scenes, close-ups, mediums and 
far shots. 


Even the “cheering crowd” 
was not real. It “cheered” spas- 
modically and only when the 
camera was turning. Between 
scenes, the extras would rest, eat 
or play cards. 


Flynn suffered a fractured rib 
as the result of a fall and Roper 
was nursing a swollen hand be- 
cause of a glancing blow to Er- 
rol’s head as the latter collided 
with some lighting equipment. 

Which all proves that whether 
the fight be reel or real, reel 
accidents are bound to happen 
and the injuries sustained will 
be real ones. 


Broken Mirror Lucky 
For Beverly Roberts 


A broken mirror brought Bev- 
erly Roberts, film actress, seven 
years of good luck, contrary to 
the common superstition at- 
tached to such things. 

Miss Roberts dropped the mir- 
ror seven years ago when she 
was virtually penniless and 
stranded in Europe. Immediately 
her luck improved. 

‘She is still using the broken 
mirror-.and carried it with her 
on the set of Warner Bros.’ 
“The Perfect Specimen,” in 
which she has a prominent role 
with Errol Flynn and Joan 
Blondell. 

“The Perfect Specimen” is 
now playing at the Strand 
Theatre. It was directed by 
Michael Curtiz. 
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NO WONDER THEY’RE WORRIED—Edward Everett Horton 
and May Robson have lost twenty million dollars worth of perfect 
manhood and don’t know where to find him—in the “The Perfect 
Specimen,” the romantic comedy now playing at the Strand. 
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‘Grandma’ May 
Does Her Own 
50-Yard Dash 


Now in her seventy-third year, 
May Robson resents nothing 
more than the solicitation her 
advanced age continually brings 
from other members of the cast 
and technicians on her pictures. 

“Muzzy” May’s years weigh 
lightly on her shoulders and she 
Wages a never-ending campaign 
to impress others with this fact. 
Nevertheless, someone is bound 
to forget Miss Robson’s attitude 
and when this happens May 
promptly corrects the offender. 

On “The Perfect Specimen” 
set at Warner Bros. studios re- 
cently there was a scene requir- 
ing Miss Robson to run a con- 
siderable distance — perhaps 
fifty yards—at a good speed. 

While the distance might not 
seem great to the average per- 
son, Director Michael Curtiz de- 
cided it was too much for a 
woman of seventy-three. He ap- 
proached “Muzzy” May on the 
question. 

“Grandma,” he said, using her 
character title from the picture. 
“IT think it is too far for you to 
run. I use a double, eh?” 

May’s eyes widened. She said 
nothing for fully fifteen or 
twenty seconds. Finally she 
found the words she wanted. 

“Mike,” she said. “When I’m 
too old to run that far I’ll re- 
tire from pictures and tend to 
my knitting.” 

Venerable “Muzzy” May made 
the scene herself. Moreover she 
ran through it so fast the first 
time that the camera, on a 
wheeled dolly, was unable to 
keep up with her and she had 
to do it a second time—at a 
reduced speed. 

“The Perfect Specimen,” co- 
starring Errol Flynn and Joan 
Blondell, is now playing at the 
Strand Theatre. Besides Miss 
Robson and the two stars the 
cast includes such well-known 
players as Beverly Roberts, Dick 
Foran, Edward Everett Horton 
and Hugh Herbert. 


(Above) Joan Blon- 
dell has her curls rear- 
ranged while she and 
Errol Flynn rest be- 
tween strenuous scenes 
of “The Perfect Speci- 
(Right) Director Mich- 
ael Curtiz shows Errol 
Flynn and Joan Blon- 
dell just how mad he 
wants them to get for 
this scene. 
(Below) Curtiz uses 
the camera “viewer” to 
check the angle from 
which he will shoot the 
next scene of “The Per- 
fect Specimen.” 
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Good In The Clinches 
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A PERFECT MATCH that’s a perfect riot! He’s too good to be 
true and she’s too true to be good. Of course it’s Errol Flynn and 
Joan Blondell, now at the Strand in “The Perfect Specimen.” 


Meets Idol 
Of Boyhood 


Twenty-eight years seems like 
a long time to wait to meet 
someone you admire, but Michael 
Curtiz, the ace Warner Bros. 
director, waited that long to get 
acquainted with his boyhood 
idol. 


In 1909 Curtiz, who recently 
directed Errol Flynn and Joan 
Blondell in “The Perfect Speci- 
men,” which is now playing at 
the Strand Theatre, was play- 
ing “Prince Danillo” in a semi- 
professional production of ‘The 
Merry Widow” in Vienna. 


During the run of the show 
there came to town the original 
American company playing the 
same production. Donald Brian 
was starring in the show in the 
same role Curtiz played in the 
semi-professional group. 


For days Vienna was literally 
plastered with posters of the 
handsome Brian. Curtiz had 
eyes for nothing else. Above 
everything, he wanted to meet 
the American star. 


Then the American company 
was gone. 


A couple of months ago the 
same Brian, now a resident of 
Boston and retired from the 
theater, came on “The Perfect 
Specimen” set as the guest of 
Pat O’Brien, whom he was visit- 
ing. Curtiz recognized him at 
once and as soon as he had an 
opportunity he approached 
O’Brien. 


“T’ve waited twenty-eight 
years to meet that man,” he said. 

“You’ve waited long enough,” 
replied O’Brien. 


So Curtiz finally met his boy- 
hood idol. 


Joan Goes 
For A Ride 


Joan Blondell, the film star, 
escaped without even so much 
as a bruise recently in one of 
the strangest accidents ever to 
occur in a motion picture com- 
pany. 

The mishap occurred on the 
Flintridge country club’s golf 
course, where “The Perfect Spe- 
cimen” troupe was on location, 
shooting exteriors. 

The final sequence of the com- 
edy-romance called for Errol 
Flynn, the male star, to pursue 
Miss Blondell around the golf 
course, supposedly a_ private 
estate. The actress finally hides 
inside a short length of concrete 
pipe that is being laid in an 
irrigation ditch. 

Flynn finds her there, de- 
mands an admission of love and, 
when it is not forthcoming he 
lifts the pipe and Blondell high 
into the air with a hand winch 
to which the pipe is attached. 

All went well until the con- 
clusion of the scene. 

At Director Michael Curtiz’ 
“cut!” Flynn turned away from 
the handle of the winch to per- 
mit laborers to lower Miss Blon- 
dell to the ground. At that mo- 
ment, the lock on the winch 
drums slipped, dropping the 
heavy pipe and Miss Blondell 
fifteen feet to the ground. 


Fortunately, the pipe landed 
on a pile of soft dirt and did 
not shatter. While the rest of 
the company stood around 
horror stricken, Miss Blondell 
crawled from the pipe. 

“That,” she commented, “was 
a rather rapid descent.” 

The entire company burst into 
laughter. 

“The Perfect Specimen” is 
now at the Strand Theatre. 
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PIPE DOWN! And that’s exactly what happens to Joan Blondell 
when she crawls into this pipe to get away from Errol Flynn in 
a scene from “The Perfect Specimen,” now playing at the Strand. 


Dick Foran Expert 
Cigarette Roller 


Dick Foran, Warner Bros.’ 
western star, can roll a perfect 
cigarette with one hand in seven 
seconds. Dick, supporting Errol 
Flynn and Joan Blondell, can be 
seen in “The Perfect Specimen” 
now at the Strand Theatre. 


No Lunch For Him 
On Working Days 


Michael Curtiz, the celebrated 
director who recently guided the 
making of Warner Bros.’ “The 
Perfect Specimen,” co-starring 
Errol Flynn and Joan Blondell, 
seldom eats lunch when he is 
working on a picture. “The 
Perfect Specimen” is now play- 
ing at the Strand Theatre. 


Duet for Movie Stars 
In ‘Perfect Specimen’ 


Errol Flynn and Joan Blon- 
dell co-stars of the production, 
sing a duet, “As Sure as You’re 
in Love,” in Warner Bros.’ “The 
Perfect Specimen,” which is the 
current attraction at the Strand 
Theatre. Jack Scholl and M. ix. 
Jerome wrote the song. 


Trained Silent Star 
For Her Stage Career 


Gene Lewis, who was dialogue 
director on Warner Bros.’ com- 
edy-drama, “The Perfect Speci- 
men,” which is now playing 
at the Strand Theatre, co-star- 
ring Errol Flynn and Joan Blon- 
dell, trained the late Jeanne 
Eagels for the stage. 


Friction Tape 
Essential In 
Movie-Making 


Let a movie electrician acci- 
dentally get a light into such a 
position that it would show in 
the picture, or let the “boom 
boy” drop his microphone into 
the picture or throw a “mike 
shadow” on a player’s face, and 
a chorus of protest goes up from 
the camera crew shooting the 
film. 

Nevertheless the camera de- 
partment literally plasters up 
with friction tape every motion 
picture that comes out of Holly- 
wood, and there’s never a word 
of criticism. 

This seeming inconsistency 
came to light one day on the 
set of Warner Bros.’ comedy- 
romance, “The Perfect Speci- 
men,” co-starring Errol Flynn 
and Joan Blondell. This is the 
picture now playing at the 
Strand Theatre. 

Flynn, Miss Blondell, Allen 
Jenkins and Dennie Moore, the 
stage comedienne, were doing a 
scene on location at Sherwood 
Lake. An automobile stood in 
the background and just before 
the scene started one of the as- 
sistant cameramen stepped for- 
ward with a roll of black fric- 
tion tape and began to lay strips 
of the material on the top of 
the rear fender that faced the 
camera. He continued to lay 
strips on the fender until an 
area about a foot long and half 
as wide was completely covered. 

Flynn, his curiosity piqued, 
approached Cameraman Charles 
Rosher after the scene and in- 
quired about the tape. 

“Doesn’t it show in the pic- 
ture?” he wondered. 

“No,” replied Rosher, explain- 
ing that the tape covered what 
is technically known as an “hal- 
ation” or bright reflection of 
light on the fender. 

“If we didn’t subdue this re- 
flection by pasting tape over the 
halation,’”’ he pointed out, ‘‘no- 
thing would be visible in the 
picture but a white spot of 
light. The camera magnifies 
light intensely.” 


1) 


2) 


3) 


4) 


Four Rounds With Errol 
Flynn and Joan Blondell 


“HELLO STRONG AND 
HANDSOME.” Joan Blondell 
makes up to Errol Flynn in a man- 
ner that has the young man look- 
ing askance. 


“LiKE TO FEREEL MY 
MUSCLE?” He gives the little girl 
a break and lets her feel the power 
behind the punch line. 


HE’S GOOD IN THE 
CLINCHES: Just to show her that 
his follow-up is as good as her ap- 
proach, Errol gives Joan a smack 
on the kisser. 


SNAPPY COMEBACK: Joan 
comes out of the clinch fighting 
mad and shows Mr. Flynn a couple 
of muscles of her own. Judge’s 
d Flynn .great in the 
clinches and Blondell a knockout in 
“The Perfect Specimen.” 


verdict: 
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WHAT A WALLOP this gentle- 
man packs! It’s Errol Flynn 
who demonstrates his boxing 
prowess in “The Perfect Speci- 
men,” the romantic comedy now 
playing at the Strand Theatre. 


Strong Man Flynn 
Carries Automobile 


When his small English car 
ran out of gasoline in front of 
a night club one recent evening 
Errol Flynn, the Warner Bros. 
star, on a bet picked up the rear 
end and literally wheeled the 
machine a block to the nearest 
service station. Flynn and Joan 
Blondell are now playing at the 
Strand Theatre in “The Perfect 
Specimen.” 


No Typewriting For 
This Author—Film Star 


Errol Flynn, the film star, 
prefers to write his novels, short 
stories and articles in longhand. 
He often worked between scenes 
of Warner Bros.’ “The Perfect 
Specimen,” which co-stars Flynn 
and Joan Blondell, is now play- 
ing at the Strand |Theatre. 
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PROMOTION 


LOVE LESSON . . . . Construct peep- 


hole box from compo board. Place 
in lobby with this copy over it. “See 
The Perfect Specimen Before and 
After He Meets Joan Blondell.” In- 
side four stills are mounted on back 
board: — 1. Before—(Flynn perus- 
ing over volumes of books—PS71) 
“Letter perfect in all the manly arts 
—pbut never kissed!” 2. Boy Meets 
Girl—(Flynn gives Blondell a kiss 
on the cheek as Grandma Robson 
looks on—PS54) “His team work is 
just beginning to click.” 3. Girl 
Slaps Boy—(PS56)—“Joan, resent- 
ing his unmanly tactics, lets herself 
go.” 4. “That’s Better”’—(Flynn and 
Blondell in clinch—PS104)—‘The 
Perfect Specimen learns all in one 
breezy lesson!” 


SPORT IDOLS .... The Perfect 


Athlete is the admiration of every- 
one. Make up lobby display of ‘Per- 
fect Specimens of the Sports World.’ 
Include such names as Jack Demp- 
sey, Gene Tunney, Gus Sonnenberg, 
Jimmy McLarnin, Larry Kelley, 
Lou Gehrig, Dizzy Dean. Errol 
Flynn in center spot in boxing pose. 
(Still Nos. PS 416, 418, 422—10c 
each.) 


REGISTER... . Display large hotel 
register—Flynn and Blondell’s names 
appear next to each other in large 
letters. Copy over display: “Could a 
hotel register ever take the place of 
a minister and marry a man and 
woman? You'll find the answer in 
‘The Perfect Specimen” at the Strand 
Theatre on Wednesday.” ‘ 


“HIT LADDER”... . Place two lad- 
ders side by side. On each rung of 


one mount the title of a previous 
Flynn hit; same for Blondell on the 
other. Place blow-up of the two on 
top with this copy, “Joan Blondell 
and Errol Flynn Reach the Top in 
“The Perfect Specimen.” 


“THE LITTLEST DIPLOMAT” 
(Broadway Brevities) Sybil Jason, 
the child star, finds plenty of ex- 
citement in an African uprising; 
in Technicolor. 


(20 minutes—No. 3001) 


“KIDDIE REVUE” (Broadway 
Brevities) An entertaining mus- 
ical revue featuring Hollywood’s 
stars of tomorrow. 


(20 minutes—No. 3013) 


“WHAT THE WORLD MAKES” 
(Color-Tour Adventure) An in- 
teresting and informative tour of 
the world’s leading industries, 
what they do and how they do it. 


(10 minutes—No. 3502) 


VITAPHONE SHORTS 


ADVENTURE ..... To tie in with 


Errol Flynn’s many adventures. ‘Take 
your pick: (1) Run an adventure 
story contest in conjunction with 
newspapers (2) Radio station broad- 
casts an Adventure Hour through 
courtesy of your theatre (3) Errol 
Flynn Photography Contest—award- 
ing prizes to the best outdoor ‘shots’ 
(4) Contest to find your town’s out- 
standing globe-trotter (5) Arrange to 
have book dealers display Flynn’s 
book, “Beam Ends” together with 
stills from “The Perfect Specimen.” 


LOONIES .... Hugh Herbert is 
well known for his looney ideas. Have 
your patrons submit crack brain ideas 
or inventions a la Rube Goldberg. 
Display various crazy inventions in 
your lobby, such as a washing machine 
that breaks all the dishes; a feeding 
machine to feed ‘nuts’ while they’re 
in a straight-jacket. Anounce that the 
display is being sponsored by Hugh 
Herbert, the mad poet. 


STREET BALLY . . . Modern Adonis 


attired in evening clothes parades 
through streets with sandwich sign 
reading: “THE PERFECT SPECI- 
MEN—On sale Wednesday at the 
Strand Theatre—6’3”, 180 Ibs., brown 
hair and blue eyes, perfect dancer, 
worth $20,000,000—AND NEVER 
HAS BEEN KISSED! Come early 
and avoid the rush.” 


RADIO... . A fifteen minute radio 
sketch has been specially prepared to 
give listeners the highlights of pic- 
ture—alive with comedy and action. 
Just enough to make every one want 


to see it. Order from the Campaign 
Plan Editor. 


COSMO DISPLAY .... Picture is 


adapted from the famous Cosmo- 
politan story by Samuel Hopkins 
Adams author of “It Happened One 
Night.” Plug this with a few copies 
of this magazine for displays. 


“MAL HALLETT AND ORCHES- 
TRA” (Melody Masters) The 
famous maestro and his swing- 
packed tunes continue the list of 
great name bands in this consis- 
tent hit series. 


(10 minutes—No. 3703) 


“THE LYIN’ MOUSE” (Merrie 
Melodies in Tech.) Another 
amusing cartoon in which a lyin’ 
mouse saves his skin by telling a 
hungry lion the old Aesop fable. 


(8 minutes—No. 3202) 


“ROVERS RIVAL” (Looney 
Tunes) The delightful Porky Pig 
brings more chuckles in his latest 


laugh-a-second cartoon riot. 
(& minutes—No. 3601) 


ADS .... Place the following ads 
in the Lost and Found and Want Ad 
sections of local newspapers: 


LOST: by Grandma Wicks, one (1) Perfect 
Specimen, 6'3”", 180 pounds, blue eyes, brown 
hair, worth $20, 000,000, answers to the name of 
Gerald. Reward. 


FOUND: by Mona Carter, the perfect man. At 
least he says he is. Will gladly return him if 
owner calls immediately. Please hurry—maybe 
he is perfect. 


FOR SALE: One Perfect Specimen. 6'3”, 180 
lbs., brown hair, blue eyes, dances perfectly, 
licks fresh truck drivers, worth $20,000,000, can 
also cook. The perfect answer to a ‘maiden’s 
prayer. Apply at the Strand Theatre. 


JOAN'S BEAUX .... Use blow-up 


of Joan Blondell’s head and surround 
with leading men who appeared with 
her in past hits. Here are the boy 
friends. Dick Powell (Golddiggers 
of 1937), Pat O’Brien (Back in Cir- 
culation), Allen Jenkins (Miss Pa- 
cific Fleet), Fernand Gravet (King 
and the Chorus Girl). Emphasize 
Errol Flynn (The Perfect Specimen). 


PERFECT FIT... . Make two life 


size cut-outs on large compo board of 
Flynn and Blondell. Invite men and 
women to step into the ‘perfect speci- 
mens’ and give free tickets to the best 
fits. Use this copy: Perfect Day (date 
of opening), Perfect Place (name of 
theatre), Perfect Picture — “Perfect 
Specimen” (Errol Flynn). 


DATED LAWS . . . . The laws of your 


community are filled with dated legis- 
lation such as the Pennsylvania stat- 
ute that married Flynn and Blondell 
in the picture because they registered 
as man and wife in a hotel. Have 
local columnists run examples of sim- 
ilar old time legislation in a “Did 
You Know Column.” 


SPECIMEN DISPLAY .... To plug 


picture’s title, contact biological de- 
partment of local school and arrange 
a slide exhibit. Patrons are invited to 
look through the microscopes and ob- 
serve cultures of various types of spe- 
cimens from land and sea. Sign 
reads: “Quiet, Please. Scientists At 
Work On ‘The Perfect Specimens’.” 


STUDENTS . . . . Contact by running 


contest in conjunction with college 
and local papers to find the town’s 
Perfect Athlete (boy and girl). Se- 
lections should be made on the basis 
of physical condition, athletic prow- 
ess, and good sportsmanship. Local 
merchants contribute prizes for the 
goodwill attained. 


NEW TEAM .... Play up the new 


romantic team of Flynn and Blondell 
via lobby display. Mount individual 
blow-ups of stars’ photos. With these 
pictures form an equation: “One Per- 
fect Girl -+ One Perfect Boy = the 
Screen’s Perfect Love Team.” 


ESSAY . 2... “What prime charac- 
teristic must a man or woman have 
today to be called a ‘Perfect Speci- 
men’?” Run as Inquiring Reporter 
Man-On-The-Street stunt. 


FIVE CONTESTS .... © The limer- 


ick idea is still good. You won’t have 
any difficulty selling it to your patrons 
when they learn that Hugh Herbert 
plays the part of an eccentric poet in 
this picture. Award free tickets for 
the best last lines to the following 
limericks: 


There was a young poet named Shawe 
Whose rhymes were always a roar, 
One day he met Wicks 

Who was tougher than bricks, 


Hugh Herbert who’s in grammar school yet, 
Is not the type for Romeo’s Juliet, 

If his face were like Flynn’s, 

He’d be having his ‘ins’, 


Hugh Herbert in “The Perfect Specimen,” 
Said, “Hi-ho, what a mess I’m in, 

I’ve just cashed a check 

Which the bank will reject, 


This is the story of one Killigrew Shawe 
Whose head was harder than King Kong’s jaw, 
When he made up a rhyme 

It was worse than a crime, 


2. Tie up with beauty salon or de- 
partment store and award prizes to 
girls who, with the aid of make-up, 
most resemble Joan Blondell. Beauty 
shops display stills of Blondell, giv- 
ing details as to coloring, weight, 
height, etc. Beauty experts in store 
suggest the type of powder, rouge, 
- etc., each star would use. Beauty shops 
advertise that certain stores will give 
free advice on coiffuring, make-up, 
costuming, and so forth. 


3. Make your town woo-woo (Her- 
bert’s favorite expression) conscious. 
Run a poetry contest and award prizes 
for the best jingles ending with “woo- 
woo.” Here’s an example: 


Cuckoo's yield 

The whacky field 
To Herbert, Hugh 
W00-wo00, woo-woo0 


4, Who is the “perfect couple” in your 
towne Run as a voting contest with 
ballots printed daily in newspapers. 
Ballots are clipped and deposited in 
lobby box. Photos of high vote getters 
are published from day to day. 


5. Find the healthiest baby in town. 
Parent of winner in radio and news- 
paper interviews tells what she (or 
he) thinks are the best methods for 
raising a child. Questions dealing with 
diet, exercise, and punishment for mis- 
behavior should be discussed. 


THE FEMMES... . Flynn is plenty 


popular with the gals. Ask them to 
speak about him. Reproduce best 
comments in lobby. Also ask whether 
they prefer to see him in modern or 
costume pictures. 


CUT-OUIS .... The 24-sheet_con- 
tains separate giant figures of Errol 
Flynn and Joan Blondell (about 8 
feet high). These can be cut out and 
sed on lobby, front, and marquee. 


“ey RIGHING IN... . Place weighing 
“amachine in lobby and a height and 
weight chart along with it. Give com- 
plimentary tickets to anyone who is 
the right weight for his height. 


“PERFECT SPECIMEN’ CONTEST 


The “healthiest boy and girl’’ contest idea is easily adapted in the ex- 
ploitation of “The Perfect Specimen.” It’s the same contest by another 
name. With the cooperation of proper civic authorities and the Bureau 
of Health, conduct a voting contest to find the perfect specimen — 


male and female. Your search leads 


into schools, colleges, offices, 


homes, clubs and organizations. Hence you have a “‘natural’’ that 
should interest the following: 


NEWSPAPER: Which may be a co-sponsor. Prints voting coupons, 
daily stories and pictures of latest entrants, standing of contest- 


ants, and news of the competition. 


RADIO STATION: Which interviews leaders in the contest in 


your theatre lobby. 


MILK COMPANY: Which may be interested to advertise the 
contest, or to sponsor it as a feature in connection with commer- 


cial radio program. 


YOUR THEATRE: Which is the only place where votes may be 
deposited after patrons have entered the theatre—thereby in- 
suring maximum regular attendance. Finals on your stage, with 


broadcast, etc., etc. 


PERFECT VOICE... . Via heralds 


and local papers announce contest in 
which people who think they have 
telephone personality call your thea- 
tre during specified hours. Party call- 
ing gives name, address, and says a 
few words about any subject. Might 
be a good idea to set up switchboard 
in lobby. Judges rate voices on per- 
centage system. The ‘perfect voices’ 
(highest percentages) are invited to 
your theatre the opening night to re- 
ceive prizes. 


STRENGTH TEST .... Set up 


equipment in lobby to test athletic 
prowess of patrons. This should con- 
sist of a punching bag which hits 
register to record strength, a lung 
tester, consisting of a long tube which 
sends up liquid when blown into, etc. 
Over each machine print the mark 
which The Perfect Specimen would 
attain and embellish with stills of 
Flynn and Blondell. 


“LAUGH HOUSE”... . Have artist 


make drawing of a ‘humanized’ 
house—front is drawn to look like a 
human face laughing, ‘arms’ of house 
hold sides. Copy: “The whole house 
shakes when this ‘nut gang’ gets to- 
gether under one roof.” Use stills 
showing cast of picture. 


CO-OP PAGE... . On pages 10 and 


11 you will find a salable layout for 
a merchants’ co-op page. Space 
should be sold to local dealers with 
cooperation of paper’s ad solicitor. 
Ads may be inserted individually, 
run of paper, if you cannot put over 
the full page co-op ad. 


BEAUTY FLOAT... . Round up a 


bevy of beautiful gals and have them 
stand on top of float in bathing attire. 
Each wears a large letter spelling out 
“Perfect Specimen.” The last girl 
carries a placard plugging film. 


QUESTIONNAIRE... . Errol Flynn 
gets in a few ‘tight spots’ in the pic- 
ture—but being The Perfect Speci- 
men, he always knows how to act. 
Run questionnaire in your lobby ask- 
ing patrons how they think a perfect 
specimen would act if he found his 
girl in the arms of another man; if 
a hotel clerk told him that he’d have 
to marry a certain girl; if he read 
in the papers that he had been kid- 
napped. List other awkward or em- 
barrassing situations. 


STAR PHOTOS .... Anita Louise, 
Olivia de Havilland, Kay Francis, 
George Brent, Humphrey Bogart, 
Dick Powell are as perfect specimens 
as you'll ever find. Mount photos of 
these stars in bathing attire for lobby 
display and a blow-up of Flynn and 
Blondell in center. Copy: ‘“Holly- 
wood’s Perfect Specimens.” 


SPORT STORES .... The title of 


picture lends itself to tie-ups with 
sporting goods stores and gymna- 
siums. Display stills of Flynn and 
Blondell with this selling line: 
“Sach’s Sport Store has all the equip- 
ment necessary to make you The 
Perfect Specimen.” 


TRAILER . . . . “The Perfect S peci- 
men” trailer is a riot of fun showing 
romantic and comedy highlights of 
picture; surefire to bring them in 
once they’ve seen it. Throw it on a 
screen in your lobby or in a store win- 
dow with a portable projector. 


MODEL GIRLS . . . . Conduct search 


for town’s Perfect Models and have 
them display latest Hollywood fash- 
ions in lobby. Get merchants to co- 
operate by loaning apparel. 


PROMOTION 


SF ILIAITLOV @ 


40 x 60-27 x 41— FAN FOTOS — ART FRAMES 


Never before have items of this quality 
been available at these prices. Both the 
40 x 60 and 27 x 41 illustrated above are 
full color, photo-gelatins. “Photogelatin” 
means that the reproduction is photo- 
graphic, that it is life-like and therefore 
more convincing. 

The wise showman knows that photogra- 


phic art work does a better selling job in 
his lobby! 


40 x 60 
PHOTO GELATIN 


RENTAL 


79¢c 


27 x 4l 
PHOTO GELATIN 


RENTAL 


50c 


MODERN ART DISPLAY FRAMES 


40x60 FRAME The 40x60 frame illustrated 27x41 FRAME 


at the left is made of 3” dry- 
kilned, bass moulding, ebony- 
| black finish, with modern 
silver and copper lines. The 
back is 3 ply 44" veneer. The 
easel is made of 2” pine wood. 


The 27x41 frame illustrated 
at the right is made of 2” dry- 
kilned, bass moulding, ebony- 
black finish, with modern 
silver and copper lines. The 
back is a sturdy stretcher 
which fits snugly into the 
main frame. The easel is made 


$1 ()00 each of 2” pine wood. $500 each 
See samples at your Vitagraph Exchange. Order directly from your Vitagraph Ad Salesman. 


& Wasner- First National Star 


JOAN BLONDELL 


I Siqevadl, 
Kony Sines 


$5.50 per 1000 
$3.00 for 500 
$1.50 for 250 


Below are reproduced other stars 
available in Warner Bros. de luxe 
line-up of sepia fan fotos. Ask the 
Vitagraph Ad Salesman for samples 
and for special large quantity prices. 


ERROL FLYNN — Style “A” ERROL FLYNN — Style “B” 


PAUL MUNI KAY FRANCIS | ANITA LOUISE OLIVIA DE HAVILLAND DICK POWELL GEORGE BRENT BETTE DAVIS 


Page Sixteen 


LOBBY DISPLAYS-—8 x 10 COLOR-GLOS STILLS 


COLORED 11 x 14’s 
SET OF 8 
Rental: 35e 


INSERT CARD 
RENTAL... oe 12¢ ea. 


New Type De Luxe 


8 x 10 COLOR- 
GLOS PRINTS 


at the same LOW RENTAL: 
9e each 


Ask to see samples at your local 
Vitagraph Exchange. Each set con- 
tains 10 assorted scenes. May be 
rented singly. 


COLORED 


22 x ZG 
Rental: 20c each 


Page Seventeen 


9x12 LITHO HERALD || 21x14 Color Glos 


AUTOGRAPHED STAR PORTRAITS 


PRICES: 


iG) A Sena Lame er 
16 46-6 ss eG ee eee 
So te. OVGT Sco keke ee eee 


'BUTHE NEVER > 
HAD A DATE! 
And when the perfect speck 


. ‘men meets the pertect : 
: ; nuisance os its perfect. : 


soe rae Me 


5 HE PERFECT? JUST ASK YOUR GIRL FRIEND? - 


~ $2.25..perM $2.50... perM 
PRICES * for 5M or over for less than 5M 


LOBBY DISPLAYS 


Take advantage of our wide range of dis- 
play accessories. 


Drop us a postcard today. Let us tell you 
how your theatre can have these displays 
at a reasonable weekly rental fee. SLIDE 


40” x 60” 
(also available in size 
30” x 40”) 
OTHER WARNER STARS AVAILABLE 
IN 11” x 14” COLOR-GLOS 
STAR PORTRAITS ARE: 
ia 
lSc EACH MARION DAVIES GEORGE BRENT 
LESLIE HOWARD BETTE DAVIS 
DICK POWELL MARGARET LINDSAY 
PAUL MUNI FRANK McHUGH 
RUBY KEELER GLENDA FARRELL 
KENNY BAKER JOSEPHINE HUTCHINSON 
FERNAND GRAVET HUMPHREY BOGART 
Order from: EDWARD G. ROBINSON ANITA LOUISE 
° » PAT O'BRIEN BILLY & BOBBY MAUCH 
American Display Co., Inc. BORIS KARLOFF DICK FORAN 
525 WEST 43rd STREET, NEW YORK CITY ne ae 


OLIVIA de HAVILLAND IAN HUNTER 
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-POSTERS and WINDOW CARDS 


24 SHEET 


~~ | Beautifully lithographed in 
The 


PERFECT » ty thee 
SPECIMEN 9 ie 
JOAN BLONDELL 


HUGH HERBERT EDWARD EVERETT HORTON __ PRI Se E S : 


ALN JENKIN NS 

cK IRAN _ BEVERY ROBERTS, a“ — lto 4 $2.40 ea. 
; Sio-8 2. $2.25 ea. 
lite '24 2 $2.00 ea. 
25 and over..... $1.75 ea. 

QUANTITY PRICES 

(For Posting or Sniping) 
One-Sheets—50 to 99, 11c ea.; Sesh ee ee Rental 48c Each 


100 and over, 9c ea. Three- 
Sheets—50 to 99, 32c ea.; 100 
and over, 28c ea. Six-Sheets 
—25 to 49, 80c ea.; 50 to 99 


70c ea.: 100 and over, 60c ea. ss hice 


® | 
Midget Window Card. .4c ea. : _ - 


HUGH HERBERT EOWARD EVERETT HORTON DICK FORAN BEVERLY ROBERTS 
MAY ROBSON ALLEN JENKINS Sw" =r oem, emi em 


Hoon You Droesaystiine Moorion Ssiry bx Formos Howhons Ahomss -& FIRST BATIOMAL Pas Tt 


Spenser Be 


THREE SHEET Rental 24c Each 


JUMBO WINDOW CARD 
(Size 22” x28’) 


New Low Quantity Prices REGULAR WINDOW CARD 
LAg ae ee 10c each Pto 49 ee. 7c ea. 
5062.99. >see ee BYe2c each 50 to SG 6c ea. 
ONE SHEET Rental 8c Each TOs 100 se Ic each Pr GONG OVOr . fs. s cos ee 5l’ac ea. 


Sn RUS a ee 6’2c each 


ERROL FLYNN 
PEI ECE Secimen 
JOAN BLONDEL 


JOAN BLONDELL 


Borne He meee 8 ‘SURES se : _ _ : AURA BERBER EBWARG TYERETT BURTON HER FURAN BEVERLY pastas 
nm ca ce ee a ee 


Sees ey aati ns: ep Neva eres FIRE HERON PER 


A NEW PUBLICITY SERIES 
FROM WARNER BROS. ... 


Seems to us that “Mr. & Mrs. Public” 
and all the little publics, too—have an 
unquenchable curiosity about the mov- 
ies and movie folks. That’s demonstra- 
ted by something like 88 million cash 
customers who attend the movies per 
week (if you’re interested in figures). But 
their interest goes beyond the screen. 


They want “inside dope” on the movies 


\ _, andmoviestars. So we've assigned two of 
-\ our top notch newspapermen — Harry 
a) Lee and nd Milt Marx todo » the jo job. Result: 


es F ANCIES OF THE MOVIE FOLKS” 


Here are the first six of this series. They’re cute little fellers for fillers—only 
1 column wide and a shade over 4 inches deep. Any editor will recognize that, 
so don’t hesitate to show these. Available in mats—10c each. Order from: 
Warner Bros. Campaign Plan Editor, 321 West 44th Street, New York City. 


FANCIES oF tHe 


FANCIES oF tH 
MOVE FOLKS K 


N OF 
MOVIE FOLKS ae tetg iby: 


MOVIE FOLKS 


“DICK FORAN 


HAS AYEN FORTHE SEA 


HUGH HERBERT 


AND HIS PET GOATS 


BEVERLY ROBER 


= ees ee 


JHE FLUTTERY FUNNYMAN SAy¢ 
TUAT JM SPITE OF IFS, ANDS, AND 
Butts, BILLie AND NANNIE ARE 
AMONG HS STRONGEST FRIENDS! 
AND KE NEVER NEEOS THE JUNK- 
MANS HE'S IN WARNER BROS. 
“THE PERFECT SPECIMEN” 
STARPUNG ERROL FLYNN 


AFTER PRINCETON HE Took SEVER: 
At CRUGES ON FREIGHTERS AS A 


SEAMAN ANo HAS A SupPpQesSsSeD DE- 


SiRE To SAIL AQOUND THE WORLD 
IN ASMALL BOAT. HE OWNS A 

SLODP NAMED THE ORCA. HE SuP- 
PORTS ERROL FLYNN IN WARNER. 
Bros. “THE PERFECT SPECIMEN” 


FAVORITE STEED 

“THIS PRETTY AND ATHLETIC YOUNG 
PLAYER SOEADS ro THE Stu0I0 
DAILy ON HER. MOTORCYCLE . SHE 
PREFERS IT FOR PLEASURE JAUNTS, 
Too. SHE just Does THATS Au! Sue 
SUPPORTS ENROL FLYNN IN WARNER 
BAS. “THE PERFECT SPECIMEN” 


FANCIES oF tHe 
MOVIE FOLKS 


-ERPOL FIYNN 


AND ONE OF 
LION- HUNTING vOGS 
BOUGHT From LAoy BAILEY m ENG- 
LAND, THE RHODESIAN RIDGEBACKS 
BILLIE ANO OTELLA, WERE BROUGHT 
TO HOVLYWoop BY THE STAR FoR. 
BREEDING PURPOSES. MR. FLYNN 
I$ STARRED IN WARNER BROS. 

“THE PERFECT SPECIMEN“ 


FANCIES oF tHe 
MOVIE FOLKS 


JOAN BIONDELL 
OF THE SWING TRIO 
JOAN HAS THE TIME OF HER LIFE 
WHEN, THEY SWING IT - HER HUS- 
BAND, Dick pOWELL, AT THE PANO, 
RER SON NORMAN WITH A TRUMPET, 
AND HERSELF WITH A SAXOPHONE! 
SHE'S IN WARNER Bros.“ THE PER- 
FEct SPECIMEN” STARPUNG ERROL FLYNN 


aS 


FANCIES oF tHe 


MOVIE FOLKS 


ALLEN JENKING 


“~AND HIS PET CHOW 
THIS HARD Guy OF THE SREEN 
WAS A SOFT SPOT IN HIM WHICH 
ALWAYS RESPONDS TO CHILDREN 
AND ANIMALS. AMONG HIS FAV- 
ORTES OF THE MOMENT ARE A 
STRAY CAT AND puck. B'S IN 
WARNER BROS “THE perrecTt 
SPECIMEN’ STARRING ERFOL FLYNN 


Scanned from the United Artists collection at the 
Wisconsin Center for Film and Theater Research, 
with support from Matthew and Natalie Bernstein. 


for Film and Theater Research 


http://wcftr.commarts.wisc.edu 
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www.mediahistoryproject.org 


